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1-anfs, the use of which, in the form of beer and
light wines, is very prevalent in our state.
They would stop at the inn, a mile or two down
the road, on their return from a long walk, and
drink a glass of beer or wine. The matter was
in its incipiency, so that a decided stroke and
an advanced position on the subject of liquor
and its abuses would correct the matter, and
radically, too. Last night every boy in the
school pledged himself to abstain totally from
the use of stimulants during his connection
with the institution. In many cases, nine out of
tan boys assumed this generous responsibility
for the sake of their comrades, and I venture
the assertion that the trifling evidence by
which I proceeded has worked a blessed result
in the immediate effect upon one or two boys
whose past, prior to their coming here, made
this lapse easy and natural, I thank God that
my eyes were opened so soon, and that we
have taken the high ground to which we are
forever committed. I want you to understand
that it was the faintest beginnings of the evil
that I detected and corrected, I prayerfully
trust. Many of the boys have access to liquor
in their own homes, but the ultimatum on the
subject has been pronounced here for all time.
.With the two boys who originally offended, I
know I have begun a good saving work, and
under God, our combined influence will enable
them to repair the injury to which they would
or might have drifted in the course of months.
At any rate, whether or not there has been
any real injury, it is a good, safe position for
every boy to take, and I am heartily glad that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